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Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol.12, 2011-12, ser. no. 18-19 |

jn Wemory o/ pro/ jra/ b/dzilmr

Where and When the Diacritical Marks for the Letters z5 and & were Invented?

Jalal MATINI
(Rockville, Maryland)

A number of Orientalists who investigated Persian manuscripts in the past two centuries,
proposed that two general styles are discernible in Persian paleography: An archaic style,
typical of manuscripts that were transcribed before the 8" and 9* centuries A.H. (14 and
15t centuries A.D.), in which the letters <>z, and S were written with one instead of
three dots, and a modern style, in which these letters were marked by three diacritical dots
as is customary today. The first couple of generations of modern Iranian scholars went along
with this view. However, the present authot's investigation of the orthography of some
230 manuscripts that hail from the 5% to 13t centuries A.H. (11t to 18t centuries A.D.)
has shown this view to be incorrect. I have detailed his evidence in six papers that have
been published in various trade journals since 1346/1967. In fact in four manuscripts that
date from the 5% century A.H. (11% century A.D.) these letters are sometimes written with
one dot, while they are transcribed with three dots most of the time in only one manuscript.
In the fourth codex, only the letters 5 and S are marked by three and one diacritical dots
respectively.

A question has engaged my mind over these many years of research; and since I have
been unable to find a reasonable answer for it, I share it with the readers of the Nameh-ye
Baharestan in the hope that others might have an answer for it. The question is as follows:
What person or persons first invented the diacritical marks for the letters o, ¢, 5and S
and when and in which part of the greater Iran did these marks first came into general use?

Of the four manuscripts that were transcribed in the 5% century A.H. (11% century A.D),
we only know the scribe of one codex. That is, we know that the manuscript of a/~-Abniya
‘an Haqa'iq al-Adwiya was copied by the poet, Asadi of Tas. Asadl had immigrated from
his native Khurasan to Azerbaijan. The copyists of our three other old codices remain
unknown. We know neither where they were born nor where they lived. Unfortunately we
know nothing of the copyists who lived in the 3'd or 4 centuries A.H. (9t or 10t centuries
A.D.). But we may conjecture that they probably lived in Khurasan or Transoxiana, which
were important centers of Persian language and literature. Another related and interesting
question is the extent to which classical scribes used a unified or standard system of
transcription. Given the poor communication opportunities of that era, how could they
standardize a specific transcription system?
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