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ÞPBGQ cpôÙ <N>,<b>,<s>,<å> 
Aq̂ú qìBó ôkoÞlAï|üà AqìñBÆÜ AüpAó AGlAÑ ylû |AuQ?

Wç|ë ìPýñþ

Gpgþ AqìvPzpÚýò kokôÚpó AgýpkoìÛlìú|øBÿ AðPÛBkÿ gõk GpO¿dýe GÏÃþ AqìPò|øBÿ ÖBouþ,

ðõyPú|Aðl Þú koouî|AèhÈ ÖBouþ koÚpôó ânyPú kôkôoû ÚBGê OzhýÀ AuQ:üßþ ouî|AèhÈ Úlüî 
(OB Ký{ AqÚpó 8ô9Ý)Þú ÞBOHBó ̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ N,b,s,åoA Gú ìBðñl J,Z,q,áìþ|ðõyPñl,

ôküãpÿ ouî|AèhÈ Wlül Þú Aüò ̂ùBocpÙ Gú ìBðñl AìpôqðõyPú ylû AuQ. ðvê Aôë ôkôï ìdÛ©ÛBó AüpAðþ
ðýrÞú GB |||||ÞBoAüò ìvPzpÚýò @yñBüþ KýlA||||| Þpkðl Aüò ðËpüú oA KnüpÖPñl.

AqÎç|ìú ìdíªl Úrôüñþ kôðBìú kokuQ AuQ Þú ko@ðùB Gú ¾pAcQ koGBoû» ðãBo} N ôbAÊùBoðËp
Þpkû AuQ. ôÿ koðBìú» ìõo´ªj 7/2/2231Gú Òç|ìpÂB Öpªj|ìñ{ koGBoû» GýPþ AqâévPBóuÏlÿ ðõyPú AuQ:

<ôAüò oA øî ÎpÅ Þñî Þú ̂ñBðßú æ|Gl ìþ|kAðýl koÎíõï ðvi Úlüíú» ÖBouþ ÚHê AqÚpó øzPî ôðùî øXpÿ
NôJôZôboA üà Æõoìþ|ðõyPú|Aðl üÏñþ GpAÿ Nuú|ðÛÇú ðíþ|ânAokû|Aðl ôøí̀ñýò GpAÿ b>.1ôðýrko
ðBìú» ìõoª¯j 21/1/3231koGBoû» üßþ Aqðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ küõAó cBÖÌ gÇBJ Gú kÞPpÚBuî Òñþ ðõyPú AuQ:

<Aüò ðvhú» cBÖÌ Gú ðËpAüò|WBðI OÛpüHB« Gú ðdõÚÇÐ ôüÛýò Aquñú» 009ìõög©pðHBül GByl. AqôÂÐ Aìç|ÿ
ÞéíBR Þú øýa ôÚQ qüpbuú|ðÛÇú ðíþ|ânAok. GvýBoðBkoA« qüpNuú|ðÛÇú ìþ|ânAok>.2

|ðãBoðlû| AquBë 6431Gú GÏl koGBoû» ouî|AèhÈ ðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ ÖBouþ Úpó 5OB 31|Ýy{ ìÛBèú» Géñl
ôÞõOBû ðõyPú3ôðBkouPþ Aüò ðËpoA ðzBó kAkû|| AuQ. ðãBoðlû ko@ó uBë|øB GB Gpouþ uú ðvhú Aq^ùBo
ðvhú» gÇþ ÖBouþ ìõoª¯j Úpó KñXî SBGQ Þpk Þú ÞBOHBó Aüò ðvhú|øB koìõAokÿ ðú ÖÛÈ N,b,soA GB uú
ðÛÇú ðõyPú|Aðl,Géßú åoA ðýrâBøþ GB uú ðÛÇú üB kôðÛÇú ôüB üà ðÛÇú (†||,÷,•||,…|)AqáìzhÀ uBgPú|Aðl,

ôkoðvhú» ̂ùBoï ðýrskoOíBï ìõAok GB uú ðÛÇú ôåâBøþ GB üà ðÛÇú (…|)ðõyPú ylû AuQ,Glüò ypf:

koAæ|Gñýú Îò cÛBüÜ Aæ|kôüúìõoª¯j 744Ý(ðvhú» ÞPBGhBðú» Îíõìþ| |ôüò,Gú yíBoû» 043 .FA)ôølAü¥ AèíPÏé©íýò
Öþ AèÇIìõoª¯j 874Ý(ðvhú»  ÞPBGhBðú» GBkèýBó AÞv×õok,Gú yíBoû» 73 .C .sreP .sM),̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ 
koGpgþ AqìõAok GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú ylû AuQ:N,b,s,†,•.

koÚvíPþ AqO×výpKBá,ìdPíç|« ìßPõJ koKý{ Aq054Ý(ðvhú|||» ||ÞPBGhBðú» kAðzãBû æøõo),

^ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ ÒBèHB« GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú ylû AuQ:N,b,s,†,•|.
koGhzþ AqOpWíú» ypf OÏpªÙìõoª¯j 374Ý(ðvhú» ìõqû» ìé©þ ÞpÂþ),N,bGB üà ðÛÇú ðõyPú ylû AuQ

ôsGB uú ðÛÇú ô…|||||GB üà ðÛÇú. 

ðBìúö GùBouPBó: uBë| |kôAqkøî, 0931, kÖPp81-91|:| |574-084

574

üBkGõk

kÞPpAÿ qGBó ôAkGýBR ÖBouþ, AuPBk Kýzýò kAðzãBû Öpkôuþ ìzùl.
1||||  |<ðBìú» Îç|ìú ìdíªl Úrôüñþ Gú Òç|ìpÂB Öpªj|ìñ{ koGBoû» GýPþ AqâévPBó uÏlÿ>,ðBìú» GùBouPBó,x 01(8831),kÖPp51:983—093.
2üBkkAyQ|øBÿ kÞPpÚBuî Òñþ,Gú Þõy{ uýpôx Òñþ. èñló,0631,5:882—982.
3|||| —<ouî|AèhÈ ÖBouþ koÚpó KñXî øXpÿ>,ìXéú» kAðzßlû» AkGýBR ìzùl,x 3(KBüýr6431),} 2:591—602.

|  —<Odõªë ouî|AèhÈ ÖBouþ AqÚpó yzî OB uýrkøî øXpÿ>,ìXéú» kAðzßlû» AkGýBR ìzùl,x 4(KBüýr7431),} 2:521—261.

|||||||||||| |   —<ouî|AèhÈ Ghzþ AqOpWíú» ypf OÏpªÙ (müéþ GpìÛBèú» ouî|AèhÈ ÖBouþ koÚpó KñXî øXpÿ)>,ìXéú» kAðzßlû» AkGýBR ôÎéõï AðvBðþ kAðzãBû

Öpkôuþ,x 21(GùBo5531),} 1:1—81.

||||||||||—<ouî|AèhÈ ðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ ÖBouþ AqÚpó KñXî OB Úpó uýrkøî øXpÿ>,Gú üBk ìdíªl Úrôüñþ,Gú Þõy{ AüpZ AÖzBo. OùpAó:GñýBk ìõÚõÖBR 

kÞPpìdíõk AÖzBo,6831:252—572.

|||||||||  —<ouî|AèhÈ ðvhú» gPî AèÓpADI,ìõo´ªj 395øXpÿ Úípÿ (ôüò,548 .txim)>,ðBìú» GùBouPBó,x 8—9(6831—7831),kÖPp31—41:59—101.

||   —<koGBoû» ouî|AèhÈ ðvhú» gÇþ Îéþ|ðBìú>,@üñú» ìýpAV,kôoû» Wlül,x 8(9831),Âíýíú» yíBoû» 02:981—291.

(oAá|ôüê,ìpüéñl)
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OB Þñõó ouî|AèhÈ ÚpüI 032ðvhú» gÇþ oA ìõok Gpouþ ÚpAokAkû|Aï. ÚvíQ AÎËî Aüò ðvhú|øB,yBül
clôk kôüvQ ðvhú oA,kouBë 6431koÞPBGhBðú» ìõqû» GpüPBðýB (yrarbiL hsitirB ehT)GB AuP×Bkû AqÖp¾Q
ìÇBèÏBOþ Þú kAðzãBû ìzùl Gú ìlR ̂ùBoìBû koAgPýBoï ÚpAokAkû Gõk AqðËpânoAðýlû|Aï. uLw kouBë|øBÿ
Agýpðýr^ñl ðvhú» küãpAqWíéú ðvhú|GpâpkAó gPî AèÓpADIgBÚBðþ ìõo´ªj 395Ý4ôðvhú|GpâpkAó
Îéþ|ðBìú ÞPBGQ AôAgpulû» ø×Pî üB AôAüê ulû» øzPî oA.5||AqìXíõÑ Aüò ðvhú|øB ÖÛÈ ðvhú» Aæ|Gñýú Îò cÛBüÜ
Aæ|kôüú,ÚvíPþ AqO×výpKBá,ølAü¥ AèíPÏé©íýò Öþ AèÇI,OpWíú» Ghzþ Aqypf OÏpªÙ,gPî AèÓpADIô
Îéþ|ðBìúoA Gú ypf ôGB mÞpWrDýBR AqAüò ðËpGpouþ Þpkû|Aï,ôkoGÛýú» ðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ ÖÛÈ ÆpqðãBo}
N,b,s,å,»(ÖBF AÎXíþ),mÖBouþ,Þú,̂ú,ôAO¿Bë <Þú>Gú Þéíú» GÏl Aq@ó oA ìõok OõWú ÚpAokAkû|Aï,@ó øî
koøpðvhú» gÇþ GB ìpôoKñXBû y¿Q ¾×dú Aqøpðvhú Gú ypcþ Þú koüßþ AqìÛBèú|øBÿ Ký{ @ôokû|Aï.

cB¾ê Gpouþ 512ðvhú» gÇþ ÖBouþ AqÚpó 5OB 31Ý,AqðËpÞPBGQ N,b,s,åGpAuBx ðíõkAoÿ
Þú Ký{ AqAüò Gú ̂BN ouBðýlû|Aï ÎHBoR AuQ AqAüñßú:

1. ko4ðvhú» gÇþ ÞPBGQ Úpó KñXî,̂ñBðßú Ký{ AqAüò AyBoû âpkül,̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ kokôðvhú
âBøþ,ôkoüà ðvhú AÞTpA« GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú ylû ôkoðvhú» küãpÖÛÈ sGB uú ðÛÇú ôåGB üà ðÛÇú  ðõyPú|
|ylû AuQ ….

2. ko02ðvhú» ||||||ÞPBGQ Úpó 9 OB 21Ý^ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ øíú| WB GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú| |ylû| AuQ.
3. ko45ðvhú» ||||ÞPBGQÚpó 6,9,01,21,31Ý|||uú cpÙ N,b,skoOíBï ìõAok GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú| ylû| AuQ.
4. ko71ðvhú» ||||ÞPBGQ Úpó 6 OB 11Ý^ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ Gú yßê J,Z,q,áðõyPú| |ylû| AuQ.
5. koGÛýú» ðvhú|øB øpüà AqcpôÙ ̂ùBoâBðú» ÖBouþ Gú|ðloR üB ÒBèHB« üB koOíBï ìõAok AqcpôÙ ìzBGú

ÎpGþ ìzhÀ âpkülû AuQ.
^ñBðßú ânyQ ÞBOHBó ðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ AqÚpó KñXî Gú GÏl ̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ N,b,s,†oA ko

ìõAokÿ GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú|Aðl, Gú|WråÞú Gú|ðloR GB üà üB kôðÛÇú ðýrðõyPú ylû AuQ ôkoðPýXú ìÏéõï
ìþ|yõk Þú Aüò ̂ùBocpÙ koÆþ Úpó|øB ouî|AèhÈ ôAclÿ kAyPú|Aðl, ôèþ koìõok küãpcpôÙ øpüà Aq
ÞBOHBó Gú uéýÛú» gõk Îíê Þpkû|Aðl ôGlüò WùQ üà ÚBÎlû» ||||Þé©þ koGBoû» @ðùB ðíþ|OõAó AoADú kAk. 

Aüò ìõÂõÑ oA ðýrðBâ×Pú ðãnAoï Þú ko^ùBoðvhú» gÇþ O×výpÞíHpüY6,gpkðBìú7,gPî AèÓpADI8

ôÎéþ|ðBìú9cpÙ skoOíBï ìõAok GB uú ðÛÇú ðõyPú ylû AuQ. Ký{ AqAüò ÖÛÈ AqO×výpÞíHpüYðBï Gpkû Gõkï,
uú ðvhú» küãpkouBë|øBÿ AgýpGú kuPî ouýlû AuQ.

@ð̀ú AqðËpOBó ânyQ gç|¾ú» ìÇBèHþ AuQ Þú kouBë|øBÿ Ký{ koGBoû» ouî|AèhÈ ðvhú|øBÿ gÇþ
ÖBouþ koÚpôó ânyPú ðõyPú|Aï ôAüñà @ó oA Glüò Aìýl koAüò ðõyPú» ÞõOBû ìÇpf ìþ|Þñî Þú gõAðñlâBó ÖBÂê 
<ðBìú» GùBouPBó>ìpA GpAÿ uõöAèþ Þú uBë|øB AuQ KBuhþ GpAÿ @ó ðýBÖPú|Aï üBoÿ Þññl. 

uõöAëìpGõÉ AuQ Gú ÆpqðãBo} ̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ (N,b,s,†|||,•|),ôAüñßú ̂ú Þvþ üB ÞvBðþ ô
kôú ìñÇÛú|Aÿ| AqAüpAó ôkôú OBoühþ Aüò ÆpqðõyPò oA AGlAÑ Þpkû|Aðl. 

â×Pýî Þú ÞBOHBó ̂ùBoðvhú» gÇþ ìõoª¯j Úpó KñXî Aüò ̂ùBocpÙ oA GB AÖrôkó ðÛÇú|øBüþ Aq̂ùBocpÙ
ìzBGú ÎpGþ (J,Z,q,á)ìzhÀ uBgPú|Aðl. ÞBOI ðvhú» AæGñý¥ Îò cÛBüÜ Aækôü¥oA ìþ|yñBuýî Þú
Aulÿ Æõuþ,ìõöè©Ø èÓQ ÖpxôupAüñlû» âpyBuM|ðBìú AuQ. ||ðõyPú|Aðl Þú ôÿ Kw AqøXõï OpÞBó
uéXõÚþ Gú gpAuBó,qAkâBø{ oA Opá Þpk ôko@moGBüXBó AÚBìQ ârül. ôèþ ÞBOI uú ðvhú» küãpôqAkâBû 
ôìdê AÚBìPzBó oA ðíþ|yñBuýî. @üB Aüò ̂ùBoOò ìHPßpÆpqðãBo} ̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ Gõkû|Aðl?

674

4ìPýñþ,6831—7831.5ìPýñþ,9831.6||||||ìPýñþ,7431:241—341.
7||| kAoüõ} ÞBoâp,<yýõû» ðõyPBokokuQ|ðõyPú» gpkðBìú (ÞPBGQ 405ô015Ý)>,ðBìú» GùBouPBó,x 11(9831),kÖPp71:75—96,Gú ðÛê AqÁ 16.
8     ||||||ìPýñþ,6831—7831:79.9||||||| ìPýñþ,9831:191—291.
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å 

KBui Gñlû Gú Aüò uõöAë ìñ×þ AuQ,̂ú Gú|üÛýò Aüò yýõû» ðãBo} kokôoAó qðlâþ @ðBó koìñÇÛú|Aÿ Þú
qðlâþ ìþ|Þpkû|Aðl oAüY Gõkû AuQ,ôðýrðvhú|øBüþ Þú Aqoôÿ @ðùB Aüò ̂ùBoÞPBJ oA AuPñvBj Þpkû|Aðl ðýrÞî
ôGý{ Gú øíýò ÆpqÞPBGQ ylû Gõkû AuQ. koðPýXú Aüò ̂ùBoOò AqìÛé©lAó Gú yíBoìþ|oôðl ðú AqìHPßpAó. 

AqÞBOHBó Úpó|øBÿ uõï ô̂ùBoï gHpÿ ðlAoüî,ôèþ Gú ÆõoÞé©þ ìþ|OõAó â×Q ÎíõìB« kogpAuBó ôìBôoAFAèñùp,

Þú ko@ó qìBó ÞBðõó qGBó ôAkJ ÖBouþ koÿ Gõk,ìþ|qüvPú|Aðl. ̂ñBó|Þú Aulÿ Æõuþ ðýryýõû» ||||ÞPBGQAæ|Gñýú
oA Þú kogpAuBó oAüY Gõkû AuQ AqgpAuBó Gú @moGýXBó Gpkû Gõkû AuQ. Kw ìþ|OõAó â×Q Þú ÞBOHBó Úpó
KñXî yýõû» ðãBo} Aüò ̂ùBocpÙ ÖBouþ oA AqÆpqðõyPò ÞBOHBó Úpó|øBÿ uõï ô^ùBoï AÚPHBx Þpkû|Aðl.
ìvEéú»| küãp^ãõðãþ ôclR Îíê ÞBOHBó Úpó|øBÿ uõï ô^ùBoï AuQ |||||Þú koìñÇÛú» GvýBoôuýÐ gpAuBó 
ôìBôoAFAèñùpô...,GB ðHõkó ôuBüê AoOHBÆþ ̂ãõðú Öþ|AèíTê ÞBOHþ kogXñl üB uípÚñl Aqyýõû» ÞPBGQ ÞBOHBó
Æõx ôðýzBGõoô...@âBû ìþ|âpkülû AuQ ôüB Gú Îßw.|
| 

Na-meh-ye Baha-resta-n: vol.12, 2011-12, ser. no. 18-19

In Memory  of  Prof. Iraj Afshar
Where and When the Diacritical Marks for the Letters     , , and     were Invented?

Jalal MATINI

A number of Orientalists who investigated Persian manuscripts in the past two centuries,
proposed that two general styles are discernible in Persian paleography: An archaic style,
typical of manuscripts that were transcribed before the 8th and 9th centuries A.H. (14th and
15th centuries A.D.), in which the letters    , , and    were written with one instead of
three dots, and a modern style, in which these letters were marked by three diacritical dots
as is customary today. The first couple of generations of modern Iranian scholars went along
with this view. However, the present author's investigation of the orthography of some
230 manuscripts that hail from the 5th to 13th centuries A.H. (11th to 18th centuries A.D.)
has shown this view to be incorrect. I have detailed his evidence in six papers that have
been published in various trade journals since 1346/1967. In fact in four manuscripts that
date from the 5th century A.H. (11th century A.D.) these letters are sometimes written with
one dot, while they are transcribed with three dots most of the time in only one manuscript.
In the fourth codex, only the letters    and    are marked by three and one diacritical dots 
respectively.

A question has engaged my mind over these many years of research; and since I have
been unable to find a reasonable answer for it, I share it with the readers of the NAmeh-ye
BahArestAn in the hope that others might have an answer for it. The question is as follows:
What person or persons first invented the diacritical marks for the letters    , , and   ;
and when and in which part of the greater Iran did these marks first came into general use?

Of the four manuscripts that were transcribed in the 5th century A.H. (11th century A.D.),
we only know the scribe of one codex. That is, we know that the manuscript of al-AbnHya
can ©aqA’iq al-AdwHya was copied by the poet, AsadB of THs. AsadB had immigrated from
his native KhurAsAn to AzerbaijAn. The copyists of our three other old codices remain
unknown. We know neither where they were born nor where they lived. Unfortunately we
know nothing of the copyists who lived in the 3rd or 4th centuries A.H. (9th or 10th centuries
A.D.). But we may conjecture that they probably lived in KhurAsAn or Transoxiana, which
were important centers of Persian language and literature. Another related and interesting
question is the extent to which classical scribes used a unified or standard system of
transcription. Given the poor communication opportunities of that era, how could they
standardize a specific transcription system?

å bN s

å bN s

å bN s

s

ÞPBGQ
 cpôÙ
 <N
>, <b>, <s>, <å
>  Aq ^ú qìBó ôkoÞlAï|üà
 Aq ìñBÆÜ AüpAó AGlAÑ ylû |AuQ
?

774

(Rockville, Maryland) 

üBkGõk
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874

½R 1: ¾×dú|Aÿ Aqðvhú»| ypf OÏpªÙ(Á 86|), ìõoª¯j 42| yõAë 374| (ÞpÂþ: ìõqû»| ìé©þ KBÞvPBó, |} 702 .9591 .M .N|). 
koAüò ¾×dú cpÙ sðýrkülû ìþ|yõk: uÇpkôï Aq@gp(Þt, kôGBo)
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üBkGõk

ÞPBGQ
 cpôÙ
 <N
>, <b>, <s>, <å
>  Aq ^ú qìBó ôkoÞlAï|üà
 Aq ìñBÆÜ AüpAó AGlAÑ ylû|AuQ
?

½R 2|: ¾×dú|Aÿ AqìXél øzPî ìÏBðþ ÞPBJ Aèé©ú ôO×výpAèíñýp(Á 134| ̂BKþ) O¿ñýØ AGõð¿pAcíl Gò ìd|ìªl Gò cílAó Gò ìdíªl clªAkÿ, ÞPBGQ ôOnøýI 
ÎTíBó Gò cvýò ôoªAÝ Òrðõÿ, ìõoª¯j 484|Ý (AuPBðHõë: ÞPBGhBðú»| ÞBj|ìõqû»| OõKÛBKþ, Gh{ grüñú»| AìBðQ, }| 902|). 

koAüò ¾×dú cpÙ sðýrkülû ìþ|yõk: uÇpkôï (ðtðl) ôuÇpKñXî (ìtkÞBó)
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½R 3: ¾×dú|Aÿ Aqðvhú» ||AèP×ùýî æôADê ¾ñBÎ¥ AèPñXýî, (å 921N), |ÞPBGQ ìdíªl Gò WõoAGþ, ìõoª¯j KñY|yñHú 6| ¾×p835| (OùpAó: ÞPBGhBðú»| ìXéw yõoAÿ Auçìþ,|} 2312|).
koAüò ¾×dú cpÙ sðýrkülû ìþ|yõk: uÇp4 (ìtkû)
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